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Deacon’s Perspective 
     by Deacon Dennis Bennin 

It’s the Third Sunday of Advent and I 

wonder, how is your Advent Season so far?  

The Christmas Season is nearly here, and 

Advent gives us the opportunity to consider 

fully what Christmas truly means.  Being 

that this is the Third Sunday of Advent 

which is called “Gaudete Sunday”, which 

many of you know is Latin for ‘Rejoice’.  

Are you joyful and in anticipation of the 

Christ Child, or has the challenging hunt 

(shopping spree) occupying our time and 

attention; looking for that perfect gift.  The 

Christmas season always seems to provide 

us with ample room and time distraction, 

to sway our attention, away from that 

where God is calling us.      

I believe that music allows us pray 

twice with song, and is one of the many 

ways we can be drawn into the life and love 

of Jesus Christ.  There is one hymn in par-

ticular for me I think is really beautiful by 

John Michael Talbot in which he sings, and 

it moves my soul called “The Magnificat”.  

It’s the same hymn, but a different melody 

we hear in our Responsorial Psalm this 

weekend.  Another name for this song is 

“The Prayer of Mary”.  Have you heard of it, 

or do you know this prayer or this beautiful 

hymn?   

There are a couple of lines that are 

exceedingly beautiful and especially poignant 

in which the Blessed Mother says: “My soul 

proclaims the greatness of the Lord, and 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”   

Another is “and Holy is His Name.”  Do we 

grasp fully what Our Blessed Mother is 

expressing?   

I’ve mentioned in previous articles 

how I’m reading and studying the writings 

from Luisa Piccarreta and the Book of Heaven, 

and the messages she received from our 

Lord and our Blessed Mother.  The following 

message comes from volume 10 in which 

Jesus told her, and really all of us: “In the 

world I need mirrors to which to go and 

look at Myself.  Only then can a fount 

serve as a mirror in which people can  

reflect themselves”.    

I asked earlier how is your Advent 

journey going; I pray it is going well, but 

you may consider reflecting on ‘The Prayer 

of Mary” (the Magnificat), so that you too 

can say, my soul proclaims the greatness  

of the ‘Lord’.   

Let us pray the “Prayer of Mary” this 

Advent and beyond, to better reflect, and 

be the mirror of Christ, so as to reflect 

back, the greatness of the Lord. 

 

The Prayer Of Mary 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly 

servant.  

From this day all generations will call me blessed:  

the Almighty has done great things for me,  

and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him 

in every generation.  

He has shown the strength of his arm,  

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  

and has lifted up the lowly.  

He has filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel 

for he remembered his promise of mercy,  

the promise he made to our fathers,  

to Abraham and his children forever. 

(Lk 1: 46-55) 



Mass Obligations 

In 2023 Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday. And like all 
Sundays, Catholics are required to attend Mass in per-
son, unless there is some legitimate reason (like illness 
or inclement weather) that makes attending Mass un-
duly difficult or impossible.  

Of course the following Monday, December 25, is 
Christmas Day, which is also a holy day of obligation. 
Because there are two days of obligation — Sunday and 
Christmas — this means that there are two distinct ob-
ligations to speak of. Each separate obligation needs to 
be fulfilled by attending a separate Mass. That is, you 
cannot “double dip” by attending a Christmas Eve Mass 
that happens to be on Sunday and having this one 
Mass fulfill two obligations.   

For the weekend’s obligation, people can attend the 
4:00 pm Mass at SSPP, the 8:00 am Mass at SA or the 
10:00 am Mass at HR. The 8:00 pm Mass would not 
count as the weekend’s obligation, as that is consid-
ered Christmas Eve. So, Christmas Eve would be the 
4:00 pm Mass at SA, the 6:00 pm Mass at HR and 8:00 
pm Mass at SSPP. Christmas Day is the 8:00 am Mass at 
SA and SSPP, and 10:00 am Mass at HR. 

If you attend a vigil Mass on Saturday Dec 23, and then 
the Christmas vigil Mass on Sunday Dec 24 (Christmas 
Eve) for Christmas day, then you’ve got it all covered. 

Divine Savior  

All are invited on December 19 at 6:00 PM in the SS. 
Peter & Paul Church to watch and listen to the Divine 
Savior students perform their Christmas concert.   

Weekday Mass with the Divine Savior students takes 
place on Tuesdays at 8:30 am at SS. Peter & Paul. All 
are invited and welcome to come and pray! 

Food & Fellowship 

Please join us for SS. Peter & Paul’s 
special Christmas Food & Fellowship 
on Thursday, December 21 at the 
Kiel VFW Hall. This month’s meal, 
funded by Thrivent Financial, will 
be served at 5:30 pm. So we can 
have adequate seating and enough 
food, please RSVP by Monday,  
December 18 if you’ll be joining us. 
894-3553  

Bring your spouse, a neighbor or friend or come alone 
and share a little Christmas cheer, and get a delicious 
dessert too! We will have some special surprises too!  

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 

Have you ever had the thought that maybe you should 
visit the adoration chapel in Chilton or sign up for a 
weekly hour?  If you have experienced that heavenly 
nudge, it is not you, but the Holy Spirit calling you.   

In this season of giving, why not make Eucharistic Ado-
ration at the top of your holiday list.  This is truly a gift 
to the one who died to save you.  Jesus is never out-
done in generosity.  This is the best gift you will ever 
give yourself. Please take that step.  Call and sign up for 
an  hour with our Lord.  You will be happy  you did.  To 
do so, call Kathy at 849-9266. 

Adoration Invitation – 12 Hours of Adoration 

St. John the Baptist & St. Thomas Aquinas Parishes  
invite your and your family to 12 Hours of Adoration for 
an Advent opportunity. On Wednesday, December 20, 
2023, from 7:00 am – 7:00 pm at St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in Plymouth. Come and spend time 
with our Lord in the Eucharist. What a beautiful way to 
prepare the way for Christmas. 

FORMED 

Hey, sign up now!  Signing up on FORMED has become 
a lot easier and parish codes and custom registration 
urls are no longer needed. Now parishioners just go 
to formed.org/signup and find their parish to sign up 
for the first time.  

1.  Go to formed.org/signup 
2.  Select your parish by entering name, city or zip code 
3.  Enter your name and email address 
4. Check that email account for a link to begin using 

FORMED.  

Passwords are no longer needed.  We've made it sim-
ple to access FORMED. After you have initially "signed 
up" and created your account, simply "sign in" to 
formed.org by entering your email. You will then need 
to check your email on the same device for an authen-
tication email.  Going forward, as long as you don’t log 
out or clear your cookies, you will remain signed in. 

Our improved search function will help you discover 
the content you are looking for, making it easier to find 
our programs, movies, e-books, and audios. Just click 
“SEARCH” from the menu bar and then type a title, a 
subject or a speaker/author you’re looking for.  

Blood Drive 

Red Cross Blood Drive will be held at the New Holstein 
Community Center on Monday, December 18 from 
11:30 am to 5:30 pm. For appointments visit Red-
CrossBlood.org or call 1-800-733-2767.   

https://formed.org/signup
https://formed.org/signup


SS. Peter & Paul, Kiel 

 Food & Fellowship 

Please join us for our Christmas Food & Fellowship on 
Thursday, December 21 at the Kiel VFW Hall. This 
month’s meal, funded by Thrivent Financial , will be 
served at 5:30 pm. So we can have adequate seating 
and enough food, please RSVP by Monday, December 
18 if you’ll be joining us. 894-3553  

Bring your spouse, a neighbor or friend or come alone 
and share a little Christmas cheer, and get a delicious 
dessert too! We will have some special surprises too!   

 Congratulations!  

Last weekend here at Ss. Peter & Paul Cecelia Elise, daughter 
of Gina (Hilbert) and David Ziegelbaurer, was baptized 
into the grace and life of Jesus Christ and His Church. 
May she always walk with Jesus. Congratulations Cecelia!   

 SCRIP  

We brought back $10 Barnes & Noble gift cards 
just for the Christmas season!  And new to the 
scrip box is Christel’s Pet Supply in $25 denomi-
nations. 

We’re happy to help you in any way with your 
Christmas shopping and gift giving. If you need 
to special order or need a large quantity, 
please let us know as soon as possible so we 
can order if we don’t have it in stock.   

 Christmas Meals  

The Christmas Season is approaching quickly and 

like at Thanksgiving, we are working with Badger’s Den 
to offer a simple, prepackaged meal to anyone, at no 
charge. Please give the Rectory a call (920-894-3553) if 
you’d like a meal delivered for Christmas.   

 Year End Contributions 

I can’t believe I’m typing this, but the year 2023 will be 
coming to an end in a few short weeks! Parishioners are 
reminded that all tax-deductible contributions need to 
be in the parish office or postmarked by Dec. 31st to be 
counted in 2023.  The Dec 30/31 weekend collections 
will be counted for 2023.   Thank you all for these gifts 
throughout the year. 

 SS. Peter & Paul Heating Project  

Thank you to those who have contributed specifically 
to our heating project.  We’ve used those funds to pay 
for the second bill that came in from Mannenbach. 
Watch for an update on where we are in the project in 
January.   

Tax-deductible contributions can be sent to the parish 
office in an envelope marked ‘Heating Project’.  

 Calendars 

Help yourself to a 2024 calendar found on the table in 
the narthex under the rose window.  We worked with 
Kiel’s St. Vincent de Paul Society to bring you the calendar.     

 Celebrate the Sounds of Christmas  

All are welcome to join us for a Christmas Concert with 
the choir on Dec. 24 at 7:30 pm. Joy to the World! 

SS. Peter & Paul Liturgical Roles 

  
Saturday, Dec 23  

4 PM 

Sunday, Dec 24 
Christmas Eve 

8 PM 

Saturday, Dec 25 
Christmas Day 

8 AM 

GREETERS L Wille Volunteers Needed Volunteers Needed 

LECTOR A Roe MJ Meyer Volunteers Needed 

EUCHARIST 
G Vondrachek 

C Stein 
G Vondracheck 

Volunteer Needed 
C Schad 

Volunteer Needed 

SERVERS Novaks 
Four Volunteers 

Needed 
M Brost 

Volunteers Needed 

USHERS 
S Roe 

S Werdeo 
H Brost 

M Raquet 
J Mahloch 
P Mahloch 

Calendar of Events   +Mass Intentions 

Dec 18-25, 2023 
Mon Exposition & Adoration  4—5 pm 
 Pietra Fitness  4:15 pm   |   PC  
Tues Mass  8:30 am   + Al & Pat Hartmann 
 Pietra Fitness  9 am  |  PC 
 Divine Savior Christmas Program  |   6 pm 

Wed Faith Formation Christmas Caroling 

Thurs Food & Fellowship*  5:30 pm  |  Kiel VFW Hall 

          (*Please contact Kim if you plan on attending) 

Sat Reconciliation  3:15 pm 
 Mass 4 pm      + Appolonia Dorn 

Sun     Christmas Eve 

 Mass   8 pm    + Monica Manz 

Mon Christmas Day 

 Mass   8 am  + Isabell, Willard & Andy Kienbaum 

    Your Stewardship Sharing 

Ending December 10, 2023 

  Stewardship  $     5,565.50 

  Loose    $        285.50 

  Immaculate Con $     1,091.00 

  Building & Main $     1,856.03 

   Needed weekly to meet budget: $5,962  Short $397    

   Thank you for your contributions! 

For the week of December 17 
the Sanctuary Candle is burning  

In Thanksgiving from Janet Baus 



St. Ann, St. Anna 

Christmas Cookie Trays 

Cookie trays for the elderly and widowed of our parish 
will be assembled today, December 17. If you would 
like to donate cookies, please leave them in the gath-
ering room before mass on December 17. Approxi-
mately 20 trays will be assembled. Thank you! 

 Scrip  

The holidays are fast approaching – do all your holiday 
shopping with gift cards that give back! It’s a conven-
ient way to support a cause you care about during this 
season of giving. Or you can go to RaiseRight.com and 
purchase scrip too – right on your phone!  

Mass Announcements 

If you have information that you would like an-
nounced at Mass,  please email the information to 
Lisa Gross.   lgross6@hotmail.com 

Quilters 

St. Ann Quilters will again be assembling and knotting 
quilts starting January 2, 2024, and every Tuesday 
through March 26th – 
from 8:30 – 10:00 am 
(weather permitting). 
We have both men 
and women on the 
job. Quilts are given 
to the Salvatorian 
Mission Warehouse 
in New Holstein for 
shipment to 3rd world 
missions. Needles 
and yarn will be fur-
nished. This is to take 

place at the Ken Turba home at N9839 Irish Court. 
Come join us for lots of fun, fun, fun!  P.S. the most 
expensive cost is the batting for the quilts. If you wish 
to contribute towards the cost, we ask you to place 
your donation in an envelope, marked “quilt batting) 
and drop it in the collection basket by February 4, 
2024. Any questions call Ken at 920-894-3858.  Thank 
you, The Quilters. 

2024 Calendars  

Please help yourself to a 2024 calendar, courtesy of 
Sippel Funeral Home. They are in the gathering room 
and parish center porch. 

Mass Intentions 

Each year you may offer Mass Intentions for de-
ceased loved ones, living family members, or cele-
brations such as anniversaries or birthdays.  Mass 
intentions for 2024, both on Sundays and Thurs-
days, are now being accepted, with available dates 
starting in March.   Please email Kim at  
secretary@sspeternpaul.org or call her at 894-
3553, stop in the SS. Peter & Paul office to schedule 
your intentions. 

 

 

 

 

 

      Your Stewardship Sharing – December 10,  2023  

  Church Support Envelopes    $    1,647.50 

  Loose Offering         $       148.00 

  Religious Retirement         $    1,053.00 

  Immaculate Conception         $       221.00 

     Weekly Stewardship needed to meet budget: $1,154.00   

 Thank you for your contributions! 

Calendar of Events + Mass Intention  
Sunday – December 17 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Mass  8 am     +Living & Deceased Members of the 
   Carl & Betty Busse Family 
Wednesday — December 20 
NO Faith Formation 
Thursday – December 21 
Mass 8:30 am +Lorraine Schmitz & Carol Walters 
Friday – December 22 
Exposition & Adoration 4-5 pm 
Sunday – December 24 4th Sunday of Advent 
Mass  8 am     +Living & Deceased Members of our 
   Three Linked Parishes 
Christmas Eve 
Mass  4 pm  +Robert, Kathleen & Tom Winkel 

St. Ann Parish Liturgical Roles 

  
Sunday – December 24 

8 am Mass 

Sunday – December 24 

Christmas Eve 

4 pm Mass 

Monday – December 25 

Christmas Day 

8 am Mass 

GREETERS Dean & Sandy Winkel June & Terry Winkel Renee Keltesch 

LECTOR David Winkel Sarah Heinen Lynnette Mierzejewski 

EUCHARIST Jane Stephani Terry Winkel David Winkel 

SERVERS Leo DeBruin Grace & Daniel Binversie Alana Leichtnam 

USHERS 
George Engel 

Norb Engel 

Dennis Preissner 

Larry Kempt 

Renee Keltesch 

Dean Winkel 

GIFT BEARERS Volunteers Winkel Family Stemper Family 

mailto:lgross6@hotmail.com


Holy Rosary, New Holstein 

Year End Contributions 

As 2023 comes to a close soon, parishioners are reminded 
that all tax-deductible contributions need to be in the 
parish office by December 31st or postmarked by Dec. 
31st to be counted in 2022. Thank you all for these gifts 
throughout the year. 

Christmas Concert 
The Holy Rosary Choir will have a concert on 
Christmas Eve beginning at 5:30 pm with Mass 
starting at 6:00 pm. Come and listen to the 
beauty of the season with music.  

Scrip 

Let our Scrip Program help you with your Christ-
mas shopping.  We have grocery stores: Piggly 
Wiggly, WalMart, Pick ‘n Save and Festival 
Foods.  We have specialty stores like Bath & 
Body Works, Barnes & Noble, Dick’s Sporting 
Goods, Kohl’s, Target, Walgreens…  We have 
local stores: Hennings Cheese, New Holstein 
True Value, Chilton Furniture.  We have gas stations, 
home improvement merchants, Amazon gift 
cards and so much more.  We now carry Visa gift 

cards in $25 & $50 cards.  Whether you are shopping for 
yourself or your loved ones, your use of Scrip also helps 
our parish.  Cards can be used to make your purchase or 
to give as a gift. 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Needs 
Thank you for your continued support. We could use  
he following items in the pantry:  Spaghetti O's, baked 
beans, kleenix, jams and jellies, hearty soups and  
hygiene items. Please put the items in the box located  
in the back of each wing. 

Calendar of Events + Mass Intentions 

Monday – Dec 18 
    Choir | 6:15 pm (church) 
Tuesday – Dec 19 
    Divine Savior Concert | 6:00 pm (SSPP church) 
Wednesday – Dec 20 
     Mass| 8:30 am + Gloria Svetlik   
     Lectio Bible Study| 1:00 pm      
     Adoration | 4:00-5:00 pm Church 
     Faith Formation| grades 1-11 
Thursday – Dec 21 
    Deacon’s Deli| 5:30 pm 
Saturday – Dec 23 
    No Mass 
Sunday – Dec 24 
   10:00 am Mass   +Deceased Members of the  
    Henry Mauer & Henry Mueller Families 
    6:00 pm Mass +  
Sunday – Dec 25 
    10:00 am Mass + Jerry Koenigs 

Your Stewardship of Sharing 
For Week Ending December 10, 2023: 

Church Support Envelopes:           $   7,463.00 

Loose Offertory:        $       277.00 

Student Envelopes        $           2.00 

Building & Grounds        $         93.00 

Christmas Flower Envelopes       $       115.00 

Retired Religious        $    1,991.00 

Adult Envelopes Needed Weekly to Meet Budget:  $4,275.00  

       Received in Nov. $12,426.00    Monthly Budget:  $17,100.00  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS! 

     Holy Rosary Liturgical Ministers 
  December 24 

Sunday 6:00 PM 
December 25 

Monday 10:00 AM 
December 24 

Sunday 10:00 AM 

LECTOR Kathy Burnett Christy Schmitz Roger Philippi 

ALTAR SERVERS Samantha Schultz 
Melanie Ehlenbeck 

Zarahya Villalobos 
Gunner Mueller 

Josie Mertens 

Riley Schoenborn 

PRECIOUS BODY Lisa Jacobson Marlyn Knier Joan Kabat 

               -N 
USHERS -M 

             -S 

Ron Schmitz 
Rich Greuel 

Bill Habermann 

Kevin Sippel 
Donna Schwantes 

Brian Giebel 

Brian Giebel 

Donna Schwantes 

Dan Schirmer 

                   -N 
GREETERS -M 

                 -S 

Ron Schmitz 
Rich Greuel 

Bill Habermann 

Kevin Sippel 
Donna Schwantes 

Brian/Megan Giebel 

Brian/Megan Giebel 

Sue Philippi 

Chris Schirmer 

CANTOR Choir Choir Choir 

ORGANIST Ann Arbuckle Ann Arbuckle Jim Fett 

Sanctuary Candle Memorial 
For the week of December 17, the  

Sanctuary Candle is burning in Memory of 
Marvin Thielman 



St. Ann 

    Donna Schmitz     894-7153         

    Valeria Kempf       894-2370 

Holy Rosary 

       Barb Weber 898-5614 

        

SS. Peter & Paul 

      Fran Pitz  894-3017 

      Rita Nigrelli 286-0551 
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Baptism 
Congratulations on the birth of your child!  Contact 
the office at least one month before desired date of 
Baptism to arrange for preparation.   

Marriage 
Congratulations on your engagement!  Contact  
the office at least six months before your intended 
date to meet with Father Amadi and to make  
arrangements for the marriage preparation process.   

Bequests 
Please remember our parishes when making out 
your will.  Thank you.    

Leadership 
Fr. Alvan Amadi  Pastor 

Fr. Carl Diederichs  Priest Celebrant 

Deacon Dennis Bennin  Pastoral Associate 

Deacon Pat Knier  Deacon 

St. Ann   898-4884 
stann1851@gmail.com  threeparishesonefaith.org  
June Winkel  Rel. Ed Coordinator 
Kay Schmitz  Trustee Secretary  
Sandy Winkel  Trustee Treasurer  
Cheri Schmitz   Pastoral Council Chair 
Colleen Schnell  Finance Council Chair   

Holy Rosary  898-4884 
hrparish_1@charter.net   threeparishesonefaith.org 

Lynne Becker   Parish Business Manager 

Lindsay Schultz  Rel Ed Coordinator 

Diane Pleviak   Trustee Secretary  

Gary Wildenberg   Trustee Treasurer  

Tom Fleming   Pastoral Council Chair 

Jarrod Greuel     Finance Council Chair 

SS. Peter & Paul  894-3553 
secretary@sspeternpaul.org   threeparishesonefaith.org 

Kim Driscoll  Parish Office Manager 

Danielle Ehlenbeck Rel. Ed. Coordinator 

Mary Jo Meyer  Liturgy & Music Coordinator 

Karen Pethan  Trustee Secretary  

Karen Schneider Trustee Treasurer  

Guy Chollet  Pastoral Council Chair 

Karen Hennings  Finance Council Chair 

Divine Savior Catholic School   894-3533   
www.divinesaviorschool.org 
Martha Holst  School Administrator 
Amy Schweitzer  Administrative Assistant 
Office   423 Fremont St, Kiel 

“Without prayer there can be no joy, no hope,  
no peace. For prayer is what keeps us in touch  

with Christ.” 
              ~ Saint Pope John Paul II  

Help Us! Help Others!    Donate  .  Shop  . Volunteer! 
SVdP Kiel Thrift Store 

1234 Teckla Place   920.894.7834 
Line 1) store        Line 2) assistance  

In the Community 

SVdP Society  

Holiday Light Show  
The Delightfully Calumet Holiday Light show is being 
held in December 2023 at the Hobart Park/Calumet 
County Fairgrounds in Chilton. Delightfully Calumet is a 
joint venture of fourteen civic organizations in Calumet 
County who have come together to present a drive 
through Christmas light show choreographed to holiday 
music. Fourteen 150-foot displays with various themes 
boasting over 140,000 lights can be viewed while 
driving through the Calumet County Fairgrounds. The 
public is invited to view the light displays on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sundays in December from 5:00 p.m.-
9:00 p.m. Admission is a canned food donation. 
Donated food will be distributed to Calumet County 
food pantries. Monetary donations will be accepted 
for the future growth of Delightfully Calumet, Inc. and 
the participating organizations. For further information, 
please like us on Facebook at Delightfully Calumet. 

mailto:stann1851@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assoc. Broker / Senior Realtor 

Join us as our 
guest to discern 

your membership. 

Millhome, 1st Thursday 

each month @7pm 

920-946-2778 

Our motto   
"We Serve" 

Our Mission: Sight, Hunger, Diabetes, Childhood Cancer 

Power Washing & Landscaping 

Joseph Mertes     920-334-0003 

894-3348  www.meiselwitzfh.com 

513 Fremont St, Kiel 

Dave Burg @ 920-948-4296  


